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Wabash Heartland Innovation Network Receives Gift  
from Lumina Foundation 

[WEST LAFAYETTE, IN] Indiana’s Wabash Heartland Innovation Network (WHIN), whose mission 
is to boost the productivity and resiliency of farmers and manufacturers in its ten-county 
region, has received a $500,000 grant from Lumina Foundation to strengthen the relationship 
between local needs and a skilled workforce. 

WHIN’s Living Lab model allows more area farmers to use advanced ag technology including 
aerial imaging, robotic soil sampling, onsite weather stations. With WHIN’s help, farmers and 
manufacturers are sharing data with researchers and educators, such as those at Purdue 
University and Ivy Tech, as well as those at area high schools. Several professors are already 
benefiting from access to WHIN’s large pool of rich, local, real-world data. 

Lumina’s grant will allow WHIN to serve even more students across a variety of disciplines to 
better understand digitalization, develop new foundational research in the Internet of Things 
(IoT), and prepare them for careers that increasingly require skill with digital technology and 
data.  

“We are grateful for the generous support from Lumina Foundation that will reinforce our 
existing efforts with researchers and educators, as well as help us build one of the largest and 
most innovative IoT living laboratories in the nation. Lumina and WHIN are like-minded in our 
desire to accelerate Indiana’s education innovation, and I’m excited for the partnership” says 
Johnny Park, CEO of WHIN. 
 
The funds were a gift from the Herman Rubin estate to Lumina Foundation. Dr. Rubin was a 
professor of mathematics at Purdue and his generous bequest is to further his vision and 
support of innovative education and related initiatives. 
 
 
SOURCES: Alivia Roberts, Marketing and Communications Manager, Wabash Heartland 
Innovation Network (WHIN): Alivia@whin.org and Jason Tennenhouse, VP Strategy and Design, 
Wabash Heartland Innovation Network (WHIN): Jason@whin.org. 
 



 

 

ABOUT WHIN: WHIN is an innovative nonprofit organization devoted to making the 10-county 
Wabash Heartland region of north-central Indiana the global epicenter of digital agriculture and 
next-generation manufacturing empowered by smart IoT technology. 
 
ABOUT LUMINA FOUNDATION: Lumina Foundation is an independent, private foundation in 
Indianapolis that is committed to making opportunities for learning beyond high school 
available to all. We envision a system that is easy to navigate, delivers fair results, and meets 
the nation's need for talent through a broad range of credentials. Our goal is to prepare people 
for informed citizenship and for success in a global economy. 
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If you would like more information about this topic, please visit: 
  
www.whin.org or email info@whin.org 
WABASH HEARTLAND INNOVATION NETWORK 
1281 Win Hentschel Blvd, West Lafayette, IN 47906 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


